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Hillside City Park Overview
•	 Located at 10801 181st Avenue

•	 Officially named “Hillside Park” on July 25, 1988

•	 One of  the first mountain bike parks in the Twin Cities area in 1996

•	 A renowned mountain bike park home to six miles of  mountain bike trails through 
78.63 acres of  mixed hardwood forest 

•	 Described as a mountain bike park with off-road, natural surface, single-track 
multi-use trails that will become sustainable  

Hillside City Park History and Background
The land now known as Hillside City Park was first settled with a land purchase from the US 
government in about 1855.  Ownership changed hands a few times until the city purchased 
the land on April 25, 1952.  The property was used as a city dump until about 1972 when a 
new landfill was constructed on Trunk Highway 169.  From 1972 until mid-1980, the land 
sat vacant with occasional city leadership discussions regarding potential uses.  In 1985, 
the city began discussions regarding park development on the land.  In 1988 Hillside City 
Park was created with the vision of  a rugged, wooded park with bike trails throughout. 

Trail design and earnest trail construction began in 1996 by a group of  mountain 
bike advocates called BLAST.  Over the past two decades park visitors, especially 
mountain bikers, have enjoyed Elk River’s unique recreational amenity.  As one of  
the earliest tracks of  its type in the region, riders from throughout the Midwest visited 
Elk River to ride the challenging track that tested even the most accomplished riders.  
Original trail designs maximized the natural slope of  the park’s hills and valleys and 
additional man-made accoutrements further increased challenges to the willing rider. 

With the steady growth in the popularity of  mountain biking, local volunteer leadership 
was formed and from 2006 through February 2016, a local group named DirtWirx oversaw 
regular maintenance and improvements to the trails at Hillside.  However, the early design 
and construction  was  intended to satisfy riders and was unfortunately very labor intensive to 
maintain, especially  during  prolonged  heavy rainfalls or heavy snow seasons. The heavy  workload 
required to maintain the trail took a toll on even the most hardy mountain bike enthusiasts.    
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During the spring months of  2016, a city task force evaluated 
the park and the costs to maintain at a safe level.  The task force 
determined it was in the city’s best interest to invest in a new, highly 
sustainable trail design.  The city began discussions with Minnesota 
Off-Road Cyclist Club (MORC), a non-profit organization that 
promotes mountain biking, consults on trail design, and manages 
volunteer networks, to establish an official partnership to ensure 
the health and longevity of  the trails at Hillside City Park. 

The city approved a Memorandum of  Agreement with MORC on 
June 20, 2016.  The agreement is intended to keep Hillside City Park 
a destination point with off-road, natural surface, single-track multi-
use trails that are sustainable.  The MORC agreement outlines the 
roles and responsibilities of  both MORC and the City of  Elk River.  

The MORC mission is dedicated to safeguarding the future 
of  mountain biking in Minnesota through the promotion of  
responsible riding, establishment and maintenance of  sustainable 
trails, and preservation of  natural resources.  MORC volunteers 
will assist in the design, construction and maintenance of  
trails at Hillside.  Special attention and effort will be made to 
capitalize and highlight the unique landscape, topography and 
trail experience users have come to know and love at Hillside.

As part of  the partnership with MORC, fees will  no 
longer be charged for the use of  Hil lside City Park.  

Short-term Vision
Continue to operate Hillside City Park as a multi-use, 
natural surface trail.  Maintain the current trails in a safe 
and sustainable condition through the use of  MORC 
volunteers, interested community volunteers and city staff.
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Long-term Vision
Ensure the park attracts a wide audience of  park users by:

1.	 Reconstructing a multi-use natural surface trail system with a more 
sustainable design requiring fewer volunteer hours to maintain.

2.	 Increasing the user appeal to bike riders of  all abilities as well as runners 
and hikers.

3.	 Incorporating a paved trail loop in the new trail design.

4.	 Monitoring adjacent property availability for potential expansion in size 
and recreational diversity.

5.	 Managing the health native trees, shrubs, grasses, and sedges.

 Recommendations
1.	 Construct a single track mountain bike trail in the following order:

a. Area 1 Beginner

b. Area 4 Advanced

c. Area 2 Intermediate

d. Area 3 Intermediate/Advanced  

2.	 Construct a paved trail loop as outlined in the Trail Park Plan (page 7).  

3.	 Address the natural resource issues of  Hillside City `Park.  

4.	 Develop a 50-stall parking lot.

5.	 Install park amenities:

a. Water fountain

b. Restrooms

c. Picnic shelter

6.	 Develop an overall signage plan for the park trail system.

7.	 Install a new entry sign and kiosk as per the City Wayfinding Program.  

8.	 Seek to acquire adjacent properties for additions and connections to 
enhance the overall trail experience of  the park (see Appendix A).

9.	 With acquisitions and connections, consider Regional Park Status 
through the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission 
(GMRPTC).  



6

Task Priority Phase Estimated
Address natural resource issues (buckthorn, downed trees, …) 
(Grant, In-house) High $300,000

Move storage unit to front Medium $ (In house)
Make 50-stall parking lot at front with Class 5 High $20,000
Curb and gutter 50-stall paved parking lot Low $130,000
Begin construction of  single lane MTB Trail

In the following order:
 Area 1 - Beginner
Area 4 - Advanced
Area 2 - Intermediate
Area 3 - Intermediate/Advanced

High
High

Medium
Medium

$147,000

$30,000
$33,000
$38,000
$46,000

Construct paved trail loop as per design Medium Mid $165,000
Build a new storage maintenance garage Low Long $100,000
Add picnic shelter Low Long $80,000
Add water fountain to front of  park Medium Long $10,000
Add a “Fix It” bike station Medium Short $2,000
Add new entry sign and kiosk Low $50,000
Add new temporary kiosk with trail map High Short $1,000
Add trail signs to identify trail difficulty and location High $5,000
Explore additional park land opportunities to adjacent lands Low Long Varies
Explore MORC grants High

Future Natural Resource Grand Funds $300,000
Total Excluding Natural Resource Projects $710,000

Total $1,010,000

Park Project List
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Trail Park Plan
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Appendix A
Hillside City Park and Adjacent Properties
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Appendix B
MORC Memorandum of Understanding
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