
What is the project’s 
schedule?

What is a parks and 
recreation master plan?
•	Long range (10-25 years) vision and guide 

for goals, open space, trails recreation in 
Elk River

•	Guide for commission and council 
decisions for future parks and recreation 
investment

•	Strategies to ensure the parks and 
recreation system meets community needs 
now and in the future

We want to know what 
you think! 
Input given tonight will help shape the draft master plan 
document and concepts for key parks, to be developed this 
summer.  Ways to provide input tonight include:

•	View display boards/presentation

•	Talk to City of Elk River staff & 
consultants

•	Provide input on draft recommendations & 
priorities for the future on the boards

•	Individual written feedback forms

•	Provide comments online

Next steps:

•	Fall/Winter – Master plan document and 
approvals

Welcome!

www.surveymonkey.com/s/ElkRiverParkActions

Inventory/Evaluation     
.
Needs Assessment               
.
Develop Framework + 
Priorities
Develop Draft Plan + 
Focus Areas
Final Master Plan + 
Action Plan

WinterSpring Summer Fall

*We Are 
Here

Draft
8.20.14

Elk river parks & recreation master plan
Community Open House 



Survey & Online Input

Answer Options Great Support Marginal 
Support

No Support

Biking/Walking trails - add to and extend them 58% 25% 17%
A splash pad/spray park (water play area) 31% 29% 41%
A nature center 28% 41% 31%
Community Passive Parks - Acquire land 24% 39% 37%
Elk River Ice Arena 22% 28% 50%
Multi-use fieldhouse 22% 36% 43%
Athletic Complexes - make improvements to existing facilities 20% 42% 38%
Community Athletic Facilities - Acquire land 19% 33% 48%
An expanded senior activity center 17% 45% 37%
A teen center 15% 39% 45%
Skateboarding/Climbing - Include more non-traditional recreation 12% 33% 55%

Draft
8.20.14

Elk river parks & recreation master plan
Community Open House 

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

Biathlon
Non-traditional sports (ie.…

Disc Golf
Organized outdoor programs (ie.…

Tennis
Organized outdoor soccer/football

Mountain biking
Organized outdoor softball/baseball

Cross country skiing
Indoor court sports (ie. basketball,…

Outdoor court sports (ie.…
Inline Skating
Birdwatching

Informal sports (ie. playing catch, …
Fishing

Ice skating/Hockey
Swimming

Golf
Picnicking

Jogging/Running
Visiting nature areas

Playgrounds
Bicycling

Walking/Hiking

In which Elk River activities have you or members of your household 
participated in during the past three (3) years? 

Which of the following improvements/additions to the Elk River Parks and Recreation system would you 
be willing to support? (ie. through a bond referendum -- temporary annual property tax increase) 
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50% High Priority
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How satisfied are you with the following?
How much of a priority should it be in the future?

This past spring, as part of the Parks and 
Recreation master planning process, the City of 
Elk River conducted a statistically valid, mailed, 
community survey about how residents use 
parks today and their priorities for the future.   

•	 384 responses

•	 Over 1/2 of respondents use parks at least monthly

•	 Over 90% use parks annually 

•	 Trails based activities are the most popular features of the park system

•	 Playgrounds also highly used

•	 Woodland Trails and Orono Park are most visited

•	 Swimming pool/Aquatics and trails were most desired features in Elk River

•	 People are generally satisfied

•	 While people were satisfied with maintenance and trails, they were also identified 

as the highest priorities

•	 Bike/Walking trails are the only improvements/additions that had over 50% “Great 

Support”

Online Input on Priorities

In June and July, we conducted an on line questionnaire 
to help determine priority direction for the future.  
This questionnaire is not statistically valid, but gives a 
snapshot of community interest.     There were over 300 
Participants.

#1
#2

#3

#4

Improve Trail Connectivity

Improve Existing Parks

Create Signature Parks

Connect to the River

Survey



Elk river parks & recreation master plan

Needs Overview

Arts

•	 Interest in additional public art in throughout 
park system and city

•	 Integrate arts into infrastructure

•	 Additional events to raise awareness & 
enthusiasm

Trails

•	 Generally good trail access

•	 169 acts as a significant barrier

•	 Trail gaps affect usability 

•	 Great Northern Trail is an asset, but lacks 
connections to neighborhoods and 
destinations

•	 Trails are one of the most used rec facilities and a 
high priority for the future

Athletics
 
•	 Adult Athletics - Dave Anderson Athletic 

Complex, Oak Knoll

•	 YAC for youth athletics - Expansion, Parking Lot, 
Building, Lighting

•	 Ice Arena - Repair roof, upgrade mechanical/
refrigeration, expand common space for 
tournaments, seating

•	 Heavy reliance on schools for some facilities - 
fields, gyms, tennis, track

•	 Desire for Indoor Field House and Artificial Turf

Natural areas + river 
access
•	 Good access to natural areas

•	 Large lots and private land address gaps in the 
north

•	 Need for stronger natural resources 
management/priority, particularly at Woodland 
Trails and Hillside

•	 Stronger connectivity to river is needed

Draft
8.20.14

Community Open House 

Park and Recreation needs were 
determined by the community survey, 
focus group sessions, comparison of 
facilities to recreation standards and 
benchmark communities, and staff input.

Parks:
•	Improvements 

to existing parks 
are needed

•	Emphasis on 
destination 
parks over 
neighborhood 
parks in urban 
service area

•	Approximately 
90% of residents 
live within 10 
minute walk of a 
park

•	As Elk River 
grows there will be a need for new parks

•	Improved signage and wayfinding is needed

Maintenance:
•	Park maintenance received high marks from the 

community

•	Clean, welcoming parks are a priority for the 
future

•	Volunteer efforts are significant, particularly 
at Woodland Trails Park and Hillside Park



Priorities for the Future
Based on a community-wide survey and parks and recreation needs assessment, draft priorities for future investment 
have been identified

Draft
8.20.14

Elk river parks & recreation master plan
Community Open House 

Connect to the Rivers

•	 Acquire Houlton Farm Property
•	 Improve riverfront connectivity
•	 Where feasible, develop a 

riverfront trail
•	 Improve access to the water 

(docks, beaches, launches, etc.)

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
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Existing GNT

Property

Priority 
Conceptual 
Connections

Conceptual 
Greenways

Conceptual 
Future 
River Trail

NORTH TERRACE 
PARK

WOODLAND TRAILS PARK

HILLSIDE 
CITY PARK

CAMP 
COZY 
PARK

MEADOWVALE 
HEIGHTS PARK

YOUTH 
ATHLETIC 
COMPLEX

BIG TOOTH 
RIDGE PARK

RICE LAKE 
PARK

BURR 
OAK 
PARK

ORONO 
PARK

BIRCH MEADOW 
PARK

SEDGE 
MEADOW 

PARK

OAK KNOLL 
ATHETIC COMPLEX

ALBA 
RIDGE 
PARK

LIONS PARK 

HARRIS 
ISLAND 

PARK

WINDSOR 
PARK

BABCOCK 
PARK

ROYAL VALLEY 
PARK

HIGHLANDS PARK

DAVE ANDERSON 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX

KLEIVER 
MARSH 

PARK

RIDGEWOOD 
PARK

OXBOW 
PARK

MISS. OAKS
PARK

DEERFIELD 
HILL PARK

WEST 
OAKS 
PARK

RIVERPLACE 
PARK

COUNTRY 
CROSSING 

PARK

FRESNO 
PARK

KLEIVER POINT 
PARK

BARRINGTON 
PARK

MEADOW 
PARK

RIVERS 
EDGE 

COMMONS

BALDWIN 
PARK

BAILEY POINT
NATURE PRESERVE

WOODLAND TRAILS PARK

HILLSIDE 
CITY PARK

CAMP 
COZY 
PARK

MEADOWVALE 
HEIGHTS PARK

YOUTH 
ATHLETIC 
COMPLEX

BIG TOOTH 
RIDGE PARK

RICE LAKE 
PARK

BURR 
OAK 
PARK

ORONO 
PARK

BIRCH MEADOW 
PARK

SEDGE 
MEADOW 

PARK

OAK KNOLL 
ATHETIC COMPLEX

ALBA 
RIDGE 
PARK

LIONS PARK 

HARRIS 
ISLAND 

PARK

WINDSOR 
PARK

BABCOCK 
PARK

ROYAL VALLEY 
PARK

HIGHLANDS PARK

DAVE ANDERSON 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX

KLEIVER 
MARSH 

PARK

RIDGEWOOD 
PARK

OAK SAVANNA 
PARK

OXBOW 
PARK

MISS. OAKS
PARK

DEERFIELD 
HILL PARK

WEST 
OAKS 
PARK

RIVERPLACE 
PARK

COUNTRY 
CROSSING 

PARK

FRESNO 
PARK

KLEIVER POINT 
PARK

BARRINGTON 
PARK

MEADOW 
PARK

RIVERS 
EDGE 

COMMONS

NORTH TERRACE 
PARK

BALDWIN 
PARK

BAILEY POINT
NATURE PRESERVE
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L

ELK HILLS 
GREEN SPACE

ELK HILLS 
GREEN SPACE

KLEIVER LAKE 
FIELDS PARK

KLEIVER LAKE 
FIELDS PARK

TROTT BROOK 
FARMS PARK

TROTT BROOK 
FARMS PARK
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ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN: 
DRAFT PRIORITIES - 08.20.2014

Link trails to neighborhoods

Work with Zimmerman/Sherburne 
Co. to develop trail connection to 
Princeton

Existing 
MRT route 
on road

Potential 
riverfront trail

Improve YAC

Anoka/Ramsey 
Connections

Acquire Houlton

Trails across 169

Future: Post-mining

Develop connection 
to Girl Scout Camp

CONNECT TO THE RIVERS
 -Acquire Houlton Farm
 -Improve riverfront public space connectivity
 -Where feasible, develop a riverfront trail
 -Improve access to rivers (launch, �shing, etc.)

SIGNATURE PARKS 
 -Develop a signature community park 
    Potential location(s): Orono Park, Lions Park & Center, or Holton Farm/Bailey Point
 -Improve YAC and Dave Anderson Athletic Complex to be the City’s premiere athletic complexes,  
    expand as needed with population growth
 -Promote Woodland Trails Park as a regional destination in metro area

TRAIL CONNECTIONS
 -Great Northern Trail as a linear recreation spine
 -Make connections to GNT across 169 and to neighborhoods
 -Link GNT to River, Downtown, and Parks
 -Close gaps in the trail system

POTENTIAL GREENWAYS
 -Trails that follow natural resources (created in conjunction with future  residential development)

PARK IMPROVEMENTS
 -Maintain existing parks & recreation facilities (playgrounds, tennis courts, trails & boardwalks, etc.)
 -Continue to make improvemetns to parks to respond to community needs and recreation trends
 -Add key facilities (for example: skate park)
 -Continue to manage and protect high quality natural areas in parks

Promote Woodland Trails 
as regional destination in 
Metro area

UNDEVELOPED PARK

PUBLIC/PRIVATE OPEN SPACE

URBAN SERVICE AREA

EXISTING TRAILS

FUTURE TRAILS

EXISTING GRADE SEP. CROSSING

PROPOSED GRADE SEP. CROSSING

PROPOSED BIKE/PED CROSSING

SCHOOLS

PARK

Kelly Farm

Consider 
North-South 

Greenway Trail 
East of 169

Add blu� lands to the 
park system as the 
opportunity arises

Develop Signature Parks

•	 Develop a signature community 
park to serve all of Elk River

•	 Improve YAC to be the premiere 
athletic complex

•	 Promote Woodland Trails Park 
as a regional destination in the 
metro area

Develop Trail 
Connections
•	 Connect Great Northern Trail 

to parks, downtown, & the river

•	 Develop connections from 
neighborhoods to GNT with the 
GNT acting as a recreation spine

•	 Support extension of GNT north 
to Princeton

•	 Close gaps in the trail system

Improve Existing Parks

•	 Continue maintaining existing 
parks and recreation facilities

•	 Continue to make improvements 
to parks to respond to 
community needs and 
recreation trends

Improve Programs

•	 Increase focus on programs for 
teens

•	 Expand programs for seniors as the 
baby-boomers age

•	 Continue to hold events that 
facilitate community gathering 
and foster community pride and 
identity

•	 Improve facilities at indoor 
program locations (Activity Center, 
Lions Center, YMCA)

Incorporate Art into the 
Park System
•	 Work with partners to increase 

arts related programs
•	 Incorporate art into park 

infrastructure (bridges, 
benches, picnic shelters, etc.)

•	 Produce an annual art event 
to raise awareness and support 
(for example, an art parade in 
conjunction with the County 
Fair or Art Soup)

Natural Resources

•	 Continue to protect high quality 
natural areas as parkland as the 
community develops

•	 Actively manage resources in nature 
focused parks

•	 Create greenways (linear natural 
resource corridors) with trails 
where appropriate

•	 Continue to support volunteers 
efforts for natural resource 
management



Elk river parks & recreation master plan

Strengthen Trail Connections ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
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Existing GNT

Property

Priority 
Conceptual 
Connections

Conceptual 
Greenways

Conceptual 
Future 
River Trail

NORTH TERRACE 
PARK

WOODLAND TRAILS PARK

HILLSIDE 
CITY PARK

CAMP 
COZY 
PARK

MEADOWVALE 
HEIGHTS PARK

YOUTH 
ATHLETIC 
COMPLEX

BIG TOOTH 
RIDGE PARK

RICE LAKE 
PARK

BURR 
OAK 
PARK

ORONO 
PARK

BIRCH MEADOW 
PARK

SEDGE 
MEADOW 

PARK

OAK KNOLL 
ATHETIC COMPLEX

ALBA 
RIDGE 
PARK

LIONS PARK 

HARRIS 
ISLAND 

PARK

WINDSOR 
PARK

BABCOCK 
PARK

ROYAL VALLEY 
PARK

HIGHLANDS PARK

DAVE ANDERSON 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX

KLEIVER 
MARSH 

PARK

RIDGEWOOD 
PARK

OXBOW 
PARK

MISS. OAKS
PARK

DEERFIELD 
HILL PARK

WEST 
OAKS 
PARK

RIVERPLACE 
PARK

COUNTRY 
CROSSING 

PARK

FRESNO 
PARK

KLEIVER POINT 
PARK

BARRINGTON 
PARK

MEADOW 
PARK

RIVERS 
EDGE 

COMMONS

BALDWIN 
PARK

BAILEY POINT
NATURE PRESERVE

WOODLAND TRAILS PARK

HILLSIDE 
CITY PARK

CAMP 
COZY 
PARK

MEADOWVALE 
HEIGHTS PARK

YOUTH 
ATHLETIC 
COMPLEX

BIG TOOTH 
RIDGE PARK

RICE LAKE 
PARK

BURR 
OAK 
PARK

ORONO 
PARK

BIRCH MEADOW 
PARK

SEDGE 
MEADOW 

PARK

OAK KNOLL 
ATHETIC COMPLEX

ALBA 
RIDGE 
PARK

LIONS PARK 

HARRIS 
ISLAND 

PARK

WINDSOR 
PARK

BABCOCK 
PARK

ROYAL VALLEY 
PARK

HIGHLANDS PARK

DAVE ANDERSON 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX

KLEIVER 
MARSH 

PARK

RIDGEWOOD 
PARK

OAK SAVANNA 
PARK

OXBOW 
PARK

MISS. OAKS
PARK

DEERFIELD 
HILL PARK

WEST 
OAKS 
PARK

RIVERPLACE 
PARK

COUNTRY 
CROSSING 

PARK

FRESNO 
PARK

KLEIVER POINT 
PARK

BARRINGTON 
PARK

MEADOW 
PARK

RIVERS 
EDGE 

COMMONS

NORTH TERRACE 
PARK

BALDWIN 
PARK

BAILEY POINT
NATURE PRESERVE

GR
EA

T N
OR
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ER

N 
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L

ELK HILLS 
GREEN SPACE

ELK HILLS 
GREEN SPACE

KLEIVER LAKE 
FIELDS PARK

KLEIVER LAKE 
FIELDS PARK

TROTT BROOK 
FARMS PARK

TROTT BROOK 
FARMS PARK

EL
K 

LA
KE

181ST

TW
IN

 L
A

K
E

S

205TH

RANCH

209TH

JA
R

V
IS

VIKING

P
R

O
C

TO
R

Q
U

IN
C

Y

MISSISSIPPI

221ST

MAIN

165TH

TY
LE

R

175TH
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R

V
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D
O

D
G

E

JA
C

K
S

O
N

4TH

SCHOOL

TW
IN
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A
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E

S

S
M
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H
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LL

M
O

R
E

W
A
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O
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V

IN
G

193RD

198TH

ORONO

5TH

197TH

LI
N

E
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ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN: 
DRAFT PRIORITIES - 08.20.2014

Link trails to neighborhoods

Work with Zimmerman/Sherburne 
Co. to develop trail connection to 
Princeton

Existing 
MRT route 
on road

Potential 
riverfront trail

Improve YAC

Anoka/Ramsey 
Connections

Acquire Houlton

Trails across 169

Future: Post-mining

Develop connection 
to Girl Scout Camp

CONNECT TO THE RIVERS
 -Acquire Houlton Farm
 -Improve riverfront public space connectivity
 -Where feasible, develop a riverfront trail
 -Improve access to rivers (launch, �shing, etc.)

SIGNATURE PARKS 
 -Develop a signature community park 
    Potential location(s): Orono Park, Lions Park & Center, or Holton Farm/Bailey Point
 -Improve YAC and Dave Anderson Athletic Complex to be the City’s premiere athletic complexes,  
    expand as needed with population growth
 -Promote Woodland Trails Park as a regional destination in metro area

TRAIL CONNECTIONS
 -Great Northern Trail as a linear recreation spine
 -Make connections to GNT across 169 and to neighborhoods
 -Link GNT to River, Downtown, and Parks
 -Close gaps in the trail system

POTENTIAL GREENWAYS
 -Trails that follow natural resources (created in conjunction with future  residential development)

PARK IMPROVEMENTS
 -Maintain existing parks & recreation facilities (playgrounds, tennis courts, trails & boardwalks, etc.)
 -Continue to make improvemetns to parks to respond to community needs and recreation trends
 -Add key facilities (for example: skate park)
 -Continue to manage and protect high quality natural areas in parks

Promote Woodland Trails 
as regional destination in 
Metro area

UNDEVELOPED PARK

PUBLIC/PRIVATE OPEN SPACE

URBAN SERVICE AREA

EXISTING TRAILS

FUTURE TRAILS

EXISTING GRADE SEP. CROSSING

PROPOSED GRADE SEP. CROSSING

PROPOSED BIKE/PED CROSSING

SCHOOLS

PARK

Kelly Farm

Consider 
North-South 

Greenway Trail 
East of 169

Add blu� lands to the 
park system as the 
opportunity arises

Priorities for the Future:

Comments:

Draft
8.20.14Community Open House 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

DRAFT Recommendations:

1.	Close trail gaps between existing trails to create a more connected trail network.
		  Strategies

•	 Provide ped-bike crossings of Highway 169 at ½-mile intervals in the Urban Service Area and 1 mile intervals outside of the Urban 
Service Area.  Provide grade separated crossings where feasible.

•	 Create north/south spine east of Highway 169.
•	 Prioritize gaps to parks, schools, downtown, and transit.
•	 Provide for bicycles on Main Street.

2.	Make the existing system more usable and improve the user experience.
		  Strategies

•	 Add lighting, way-finding, and bike racks in key areas.
•	 Add on-road bike facilities to supplement the trail system where opportunities allow.
•	 Extend fall, winter, and spring use plowing designated winter routes.

3.	Create Connections to the Great Northern Trail.

4.	Expand the trail system along with community growth. 
	 Strategies

•	 Create trail extensions shown on the trail plan. Identify and update priority projects on an annual basis. 
•	 Coordinate new trails with city, county, and state road construction and reconstruction projects and consider grade separated crossings 

at the time of road construction.
•	 Where feasible, provide paved trails that create community connections away from roads in greenway corridors.

Agree Disagree
Give us your opinion:
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HILLSIDE 
CITY PARK

YOUTH 
ATHLETIC 
COMPLEX

BIRCH MEADOW 
PARK

BABCOCK 
PARK

KLEIVER 
MARSH 

PARK KLEIVER POINT 
PARK

BARRINGTON 
PARK

MEADOW 
PARK

BALDWIN 
PARK

NORTH TERRACE 
PARK

OAK KNOLL 
ATHETIC COMPLEX

CAMP 
COZY 
PARK ORONO 

PARK

LIONS PARK 

HARRIS 
ISLAND 

PARK

DAVE ANDERSON 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX

OXBOW 
PARK

MISS. OAKS
PARK

WEST 
OAKS 
PARK

RIVERPLACE 
PARK

COUNTRY 
CROSSING 

PARK

FRESNO 
PARK

RIVERS 
EDGE 

COMMONS

BAILEY POINT
NATURE PRESERVE

WOODLAND TRAILS PARK

MEADOWVALE 
HEIGHTS PARK

BIG TOOTH 
RIDGE PARK

RICE LAKE 
PARK

BURR 
OAK 
PARK

SEDGE 
MEADOW 

PARK

ALBA 
RIDGE 
PARK

WINDSOR 
PARK

ROYAL VALLEY 
PARK

HIGHLANDS PARK

RIDGEWOOD 
PARK DEERFIELD 

HILL PARK

OAK SAVANNA 
PARK

WOODLAND TRAILS PARK

HILLSIDE 
CITY PARK

CAMP 
COZY 
PARK

MEADOWVALE 
HEIGHTS PARK

YOUTH 
ATHLETIC 
COMPLEX

BIG TOOTH 
RIDGE PARK

RICE LAKE 
PARK
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ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN: 
PARK IMPROVEMENTS - DRAFT - 08.20.2014

-Popular trail
-Desire to increase use and 
increase economic 
development opportunities
-Currently lacks connection to 
the north

Add to 
Woodland 
Trails 
Park/Great 
Norther 
Trail

-Popular nature focused park
-Cross country ski and hiking 
trails
-Seek regional park status  
-See signature park detail plan 
for improvements

-Trailhead improvements, 
drinking water, and 
improved equipment 
storage desired

Existing 
MRT route 
on road

-Trail connection needed to 
schoolDevelop as signature 

park and high quality 
athletic complex.   See 
detail plan.

See signature 
park detail plan 
for 
improvements 

- Continue to 
improve as a high 
quality youth sports 
complex 
-See signature park 
detail plan for 
improvements

PARKS

PARK IMPROVEMENTS

RECOMMENDED SIGNATURE PARKS
 -See detail plans

NATURAL RESOURCE FOCUSED PARK

FUTURE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK SEARCH AREA

Poor access, 
minimal 
amenities, and 
duplication of 
services -Potential to add hockey 

rink and softball �eld

Retain trail access 
and boat launch

Add future 
neighborhood parks 
along with residential 
development

Houlton Farm
-River access potential
-Potential for riverfront trail

Work with residents to add 
neighborhood park amenities: 
playground, volleyball, and trail 
connection to the GNT 

NATURE FOCUSED PARK

UNDEVELOPED PARK

PUBLIC/PRIVATE OPEN SPACE

URBAN SERVICE AREA

EXISTING TRAILS

SCHOOLS

PARK

RECREATION FACILITIES
(AREA ACTIVITY CENTER)

- Replace 
play 
equipment

Add blu� lands to the 
park system as the 
opportunity arises

Improve with:
-Savannah 
restoration
-Trails
-Parking

- Replace 
play 
equipment

Ice Arena and 
Activity Center 
Improvements 
needed consider:
-Repair and update
-Rebuild
-Integrate with 
potential new 
community center
 

Make notes on specific parks (on the map or in the 
comments section) that need improvements and what 
should be done.

Elk river parks & recreation master plan Draft
8.20.14Community Open House 

Priorities for the Future:

Comments:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

DRAFT Recommendations:

1.	Respond to changing community needs and recreation trends.	
Strategies

•	 Improve undeveloped park land and add new parks along with community growth. 

•	 Meet changing recreation needs by adding key facilities such as a skate park, splash pad, and pickle ball.

•	 Complete needed improvements to specific parks (see map).  Prioritize improvements based on replacement needs and available funding.

•	 Provide restrooms in community parks and athletic complexes.

2.	Continue to provide recreation opportunities that appeal across generations.
Strategies

•	 Provide safe, accessible walking, and biking loops within parks and as part of the larger trail network.

•	 Continue to provide hiking access to high quality natural areas.

•	 Improve access to water oriented recreation (beaches, docks, boat launches, fishing opportunities, etc.).

3.	Increase access to indoor recreation.
Strategies

•	 Explore partnership opportunities with the school district, athletic organizations, and others to provide a field house and/or domed turf fields within the city.

•	 Conduct a comprehensive recreation facilities study to evaluate the Senior Activity Center, Ice Arena, Lions Park Center, and the Barn and determine if they should be 

renovated, replaced on their current site, or consolidated into a centrally located facility.

4.	Improve outdoor athletic facilities.
Strategies

•	 Make improvements to the Youth Athletic Complex , Oak Knoll, Dave Anderson Athletic Complex (see park concepts).

•	 Improve partnership with schools to provide access to athletic fields/facilities.

•	 Consider addition of artificial turf field(s) for uses such as soccer, football, lacrosse, and baseball.

5.	Continue to ensure the safety of all park facilities through regular maintenance and equipment 
upgrades.

6.	Reduce on-going maintenance costs over time by replacing outdated park elements with high quality 
materials and outdated maintenance equipment with higher efficiency models.

7.	Actively manage high quality city-owned natural areas.

8.	Support volunteers to assist with maintaining parks, trails, and natural resources.  Budget resources to 
ensure the City does not become  dependent volunteers for the success of any one facility.

Agree Disagree
Give us your opinion:
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Existing GNT

Property

Priority 
Conceptual 
Connections

Conceptual 
Greenways

Conceptual 
Future 
River Trail

NORTH TERRACE 
PARK

WOODLAND TRAILS PARK

HILLSIDE 
CITY PARK

CAMP 
COZY 
PARK

MEADOWVALE 
HEIGHTS PARK

YOUTH 
ATHLETIC 
COMPLEX

BIG TOOTH 
RIDGE PARK

RICE LAKE 
PARK

BURR 
OAK 
PARK

ORONO 
PARK

BIRCH MEADOW 
PARK

SEDGE 
MEADOW 

PARK

OAK KNOLL 
ATHETIC COMPLEX

ALBA 
RIDGE 
PARK

LIONS PARK 

HARRIS 
ISLAND 

PARK

WINDSOR 
PARK

BABCOCK 
PARK

ROYAL VALLEY 
PARK

HIGHLANDS PARK

DAVE ANDERSON 
ATHLETIC COMPLEX

KLEIVER 
MARSH 

PARK

RIDGEWOOD 
PARK

OXBOW 
PARK

MISS. OAKS
PARK

DEERFIELD 
HILL PARK

WEST 
OAKS 
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RIVERPLACE 
PARK

COUNTRY 
CROSSING 
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FRESNO 
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KLEIVER POINT 
PARK

BARRINGTON 
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MEADOW 
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RIVERS 
EDGE 

COMMONS

BALDWIN 
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BAILEY POINT
NATURE PRESERVE
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PARK
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PARK

SEDGE 
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PARK
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PARK
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COUNTRY 
CROSSING 

PARK

FRESNO 
PARK

KLEIVER POINT 
PARK

BARRINGTON 
PARK

MEADOW 
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ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN: 
DRAFT PRIORITIES - 08.20.2014

Link trails to neighborhoods

Work with Zimmerman/Sherburne 
Co. to develop trail connection to 
Princeton

Existing 
MRT route 
on road

Potential 
riverfront trail

Improve YAC

Anoka/Ramsey 
Connections

Acquire Houlton

Trails across 169

Future: Post-mining

Develop connection 
to Girl Scout Camp

CONNECT TO THE RIVERS
 -Acquire Houlton Farm
 -Improve riverfront public space connectivity
 -Where feasible, develop a riverfront trail
 -Improve access to rivers (launch, �shing, etc.)

SIGNATURE PARKS 
 -Develop a signature community park 
    Potential location(s): Orono Park, Lions Park & Center, or Holton Farm/Bailey Point
 -Improve YAC and Dave Anderson Athletic Complex to be the City’s premiere athletic complexes,  
    expand as needed with population growth
 -Promote Woodland Trails Park as a regional destination in metro area

TRAIL CONNECTIONS
 -Great Northern Trail as a linear recreation spine
 -Make connections to GNT across 169 and to neighborhoods
 -Link GNT to River, Downtown, and Parks
 -Close gaps in the trail system

POTENTIAL GREENWAYS
 -Trails that follow natural resources (created in conjunction with future  residential development)

PARK IMPROVEMENTS
 -Maintain existing parks & recreation facilities (playgrounds, tennis courts, trails & boardwalks, etc.)
 -Continue to make improvemetns to parks to respond to community needs and recreation trends
 -Add key facilities (for example: skate park)
 -Continue to manage and protect high quality natural areas in parks

Promote Woodland Trails 
as regional destination in 
Metro area

UNDEVELOPED PARK

PUBLIC/PRIVATE OPEN SPACE

URBAN SERVICE AREA

EXISTING TRAILS

FUTURE TRAILS

EXISTING GRADE SEP. CROSSING

PROPOSED GRADE SEP. CROSSING

PROPOSED BIKE/PED CROSSING

SCHOOLS

PARK

Kelly Farm

Consider 
North-South 

Greenway Trail 
East of 169

Add blu� lands to the 
park system as the 
opportunity arises

Connect to the Rivers

Elk river parks & recreation master plan Draft
8.20.14Community Open House 

Priorities for the Future: Comments:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Agree Disagree
Give us your opinion:

DRAFT Recommendations:

1.	Improve riverfront connectivity

Strategies
•	 As opportunities arise consider adding riverfront property to the City’s park system,.

•	 Improve  wayfinding signage  to increase awareness of existing riverfront parks and trails.

2. Connect public riverfront property with pedestrian and bicycle trails.

3.	Improve Bailey Point Nature Preserve.

4.	Acquire Houlton Farm Property.

Bailey Point  Nature Preserve
Potential Future Improvements:

•	 Trailhead and parking

•	 Natural surface trails

•	 Savannah restoration

•	 Interpretive signage

•	 Picnicking

•	 Ped -bike bridge connection over the Elk 

River



Expand Program Offerings

Incorporate Arts Into The Park System

Elk river parks & recreation master plan

Arts & Programs

Draft
8.20.14

Community Open House 

The City of Elk River offers a range of programs and hosts popular community events.  Existing programs include: concert series at River’s Edge 

Park, 4th of July Celebration, senior programming at the Activity Center, and programs for youth and adults.  Future goals include: more programs 

for youth, particularly teens; continuing to improve and expand senior programming; improving indoor program locations; and strengthening 

community partnerships.

Arts help create community identity and sense of place as well as provide a layer of richness that draws people to recreation programs and parks.  

Priorities for the Future:

Comments:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Priorities for the Future:

Comments:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

DRAFT Recommendations:
1.	 Provide high quality, diverse program offerings for all ages.
Strategies

•	 Provide high quality early childhood programs.
•	 Provide for families with events, drop in activities, and inter-generational activities.
•	 Focus adult programs on fitness and wellness.
•	 Increase focus on teen activities.  Consider:

»»Developing a volunteer program where teens assist with trail and natural resource maintenance.
»»Holding an annual special event for grades 9-12 with music and games.
»»Engaging youth in the program design to ensure it is relevant, well attended, and high quality.

2.	 Expand senior programming as the baby-boomers age.
3.	 Ensure equitable financial access to programs.
Strategies

•	 Continue scholarships for low income residents.
•	 Provide some low/no cost options.

4.	 Improve indoor facilities.
Strategies

•	 Conduct a comprehensive recreation facilities study to evaluate the Senior Activity Center, Ice Arena, 
Lions Park Center, and the Barn and determine if they should be renovated, replaced on their current 
site, or consolidated into a centrally located facility.

•	 Improve partnership with the Y to better meet City program needs.  

5.	 Host community events that facilitate community interaction 
and foster community pride and identity.
6.	 Continue to evaluate programs and adjust program mix based on 
customer feedback demand, and trends.
7.	 Continue to work with partners to provide high quality 
programs and limit program overlap.

DRAFT Recommendations:
1.	 Incorporate public art into the park system.
Strategies

•	 Commission artists to design art into infrastructure, such as benches, railings, picnic shelters, park 
wayfinding, community gateways, signage, etc.

•	 Add arts pieces to signature parks.  For example Orono Park, Lion’s Park, and the Great Northern Trail.

2.	 Increase arts programing.
Strategies

•	 Continue to hold the Riverfront Concert Series at Rivers Edge Park with community partners.
•	 Partner with the Arts Alliance, and local artists to create programs that engage the larger community 

with artists.
•	 Partner to provide temporary visual art displays in public buildings and local businesses.
•	 Produce an annual art event to raise awareness and support for the arts (for example an art parade in 

conjunction with the County Fair, a music parade, etc.).

3.	 Establish funding and management systems to support a 
sustainable public art program.
Strategies:

•	 Consider development of an arts dedication ordinance.
•	 Allocate budget for arts programs and infrastructure.
•	 Revise staff job description to incorporate public art related tasks.
•	 Develop additional support systems, funding sources, gifts, and private partnerships.
•	 Plan and budget for maintenance of any physical art installations.

Agree Disagree
Give us your opinion:



Orono Park + Dave Anderson Athletic Complex
Signature Parks

elk river parks & recreation master plan Draft
8.20.14Community Open House 

Skate park

Relocated fishing pier

Miracle field

Refurbish Picnic Shelters

Close road to separate boat uses 
from playground/beach and to 
improve picnic/passive area

Expand Beach Sand

New Splash Pad

Dog Park / Expansion

Additional parking to support 
Dave Anderson Athletic Complex, 
playground, beach, and dog park

The skate park will move to the north end 
of Orono Park and be constructed with high 
quality materials. Skate groups and the 
University of Minnesota civil engineering 
department have developed concepts for 
the new park.

These are draft concept plans to guide future investments in the park. 
We want your feedback on what you like...and what you don’t. This will 
help us refine and change these draft park concepts for the final plan.

Miracle fields are made of cushioned 
rubber  and are accessible to people of all 
abilities. This field would provide a unique 
opportunity for all children and adults to 
participate in team sports. The shorter 
outfield dimension also allows for the 
creation of a trail loop around the park.

Currently the trail system in Orono Park 
does not have loops. Loops are a desired 
feature for the park and provide additional 
programming.

Development of a splash pad would expand 
the “play” area of Orono Park and could 
interface with water features that tie into 
water quality and the Orono Lake. 

Building on the success of the new 
playground, additional features could be 
added to further develop the facility as a 
citywide destination. Incorporating features 
for all ages and providing activities such as 
exercise stations for parents would improve 
this already great facility. 

The dog park could be expanded. Desires 
and possibilities include additional 
benches/seating, water, shade, a dedicated 
small dog area, and agility/play features.

Relocate Sand Volleyball Courts

YMCA

Dave Anderson 
Athletic Complex 
Fields

Expand Destination Playground

The County Fairgrounds play an important role for 
Orono Park and Dave Anderson Athletic Complex 
as an open space and for the parking support for 
the ballfields. It is an important partnership to the 
City and future development should consider the 
potential for shared parking and incorporation of 
expanded park and recreation opportunities.

Provide exercise features for parents

Restroom/Concessions?

Develop trail loops 



Signature Parks

elk river parks & recreation master plan
Community Open House 

Youth Athletic Complex

High Quality 60’ Basepath Lighted Baseball Fields

High Quality 60’/75’ Flex Basepath Lighted Baseball Fields

Destination 90’ Basepath Lighted Baseball Field

Parking lot to serve Baseball Wheel 
and Soccer / FB fields

Pave Parking Lot

Covered dugouts

90’ Basepath Lighted Baseball Fields

Complete building upgrades and 
add restrooms and water

Park Sign
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An alternative layout would leave the southwest fields as dedicated baseball fields and create a 4 field softball 
pinwheel to the north and additional open field space for up to 5 full sized soccer/FB/LAX/etc. fields. 

Expansion of lighted open field 
(soccer/FB/Lax/Etc.) area

Existing 
Lighted 

Field

173rd

Shed / Maintenance / Storage

Shed / Maintenance / Storage

Future Industrial 
Development

Future Industrial 
Development

Future Industrial 
Development

Concessions / Restrooms / Storm Shelter

P

P

P

Draft
8.20.14

Dedicated baseball fields and dedicated 
softball fields allow both programs to 
customize and improve their facilities to a 
high level and attract tournaments. 

As improvements are made, support and 
training facilities go a long way for the 
quality of a sports complex. These include 
batting cages, bullpens, and warm up areas.

Lights at YAC will increase the use of the 
fields and make tournaments more feasible.  
The YAC is located around land uses that 
are minimally affected by lights or evening 
games. 

Development of buildings that have 
flush toilets is a big desire for park users. 
These buildings can combine that with 
other functions such as concessions and 
storm protection. They may also include 
minor storage for bases, nets, and other 
equipment.

Adding additional open fields at YAC will 
help improve other fields in the park system 
by allowing them to be rested for certain 
seasons and taking some of the stress off of 
them. The designs shown for YAC also allow 
fields to rotate or be set up in different 
directions to reduce “hot spots” that are 
susceptible to wear, such as the location 
where the goalie stands, or PAT lines.

Covered dugouts and shade are highly 
desired by users and help improve the 
safety and experience for players on hot 
days or tournaments where multiple games 
are played. 

Existing YAC Park

Future 
County 

Road

Private YAC Park
Expansion

City Owned Property
-Guided Industrial which allows park uses-

At 27-30 Acres, the YAC Expansion Area 
takes 22-25% of the available land in the 

City Owned Property immediately north of 
the current YAC boundaries, leaving 120+ 
acres for Development and Right-of-Way

*
*Park Sign

These are draft concept 
plans to guide future 
investments in the park. 
We want your feedback on 
what you like...and what 
you don’t. This will help us 
refine and change these 
draft park concepts for the 
final plan.

Alternative:



Signature Parks

elk river parks & recreation master plan
Community Open House 

Lion John Weicht Park

Draft
8.20.14

There is the potential for relocation of the 
Ice Arena to Lion John Weicht Park. As a 
complement to indoor ice, the outdoor rink 
should be upgraded to include full boards 
and lights. It could potentially include an 
open air roof.

The paths are laid out to provide 
experiences that can be developed as part 
of programming such as weddings, an art 
walk, or nature education, as well as passive 
walks.

Retain frisbee golf program. As earthwork is 
completed, better define dry and wet areas 
of the park to improve play. 

Lion John Weicht Park should include 
restoration of lake and wetland habitat in 
a way that compliments the more formal 
mowed areas. This could include reworking 
the existing waterbody to improve the 
forebay and clean the water that eventually 
flows through the park and into the 
Mississippi River.

Partner with the Boys and Girls club to 
develop programming and a destination 
playground  on site.

Earthwork, dredging, and soil replacement 
should supplement and improve the 
existing sledding hill.

Upgraded Outdoor Rink

Improved sledding hill

Remove path

Summer only pathway where 
adjacent to sledding hill

Expand playground in partnership 
with Boys & Girls Club

Additional parking for park/rink 
support

Potential Relocated Ice Arena

Relocate and redesign 
amphitheater/stage space with 

open sight lines and lake backdrop

Create forebay to reduce sediment 
buildup in  main lake area and to 

improve water quality

Better define wet/dry edges

Art Walk

Connect to future development

Connect to Schools

These are draft concept plans to guide future investments in the park. 
We want your feedback on what you like...and what you don’t. This will 
help us refine and change these draft park concepts for the final plan.



Signature Parks

elk river parks & recreation master plan
Community Open House 

Woodlands Trails

Draft
8.20.14

These are draft concept plans to guide future investments in the park. 
We want your feedback on what you like...and what you don’t. This will 
help us refine and change these draft park concepts for the final plan.

Promote the unique recreation 
opportunities available at Woodland Trails, 
such as Biathlon.

Developing a forestry management plan 
will help protect the character of the park. 
Threats to consider include, but are not 
limited to invasive species, tree diseases, 
effects of mining, and low impact trail and 
development practices

A building at Woodland Trails could 
improve the user experience at the park. 
Programming could include a nature/
educational center, warming house, chalet, 
or gathering space.

Developing an updated maintenance and 
equipment storage area should improve 
the situation for volunteers and the City 
that are maintaining the park. It could be 
tied to the other building, or separated to a 
less visible location. 

Trail connections are an important 
component of Woodland Trails. The Great 
Northern Trail connects many residents to 
the park, and the internal trail network. 
Trails and the trail network should continue 
to maintained and improved, building on 
the remarkable efforts that have brought 
the park to where it is today. 

Parks with a regional designation through 
the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks 
and Trails Commission are now eligible 
for legacy funding. Applying for this 
designation will provide additional 
resources for improvements of the park and 
the habitat and recreational resources at 
Woodland Trails. 

*Potential building location
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Incorporate the Big Tooth Ridge 
Parkland and the Great Northern 
Trail connection into Woodland Trails 

Develop strategies 
for mitigating the 
impacts of mining/
mining expansion 
on Woodland Trails

Develop trailheads with 
resting areas, wayfinding, 
and information along the 
Great Northern Trail.

Develop trailheads with 
resting areas, wayfinding, 
and information along the 
Great Northern Trail.
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