WHAT IS THE PROJECT'S
SCHEDULE?

SPRING  SUMMER FALL WINTER

o LONG RANGE (10-25 YEARS) VISION AND GUIDE
FOR GOALS, OPEN SPACE, TRAILS RECREATION IN

ELK RIVER

DECISIONS FOR FUTURE PARKS AND RECREATION
INVESTMENT

o STRATEGIES TO ENSURE THE PARKS AND DEVELOP DRAFT PLAN +
RECREATION SYSTEM MEETS COMMUNITY NEEDS CUS AREA -

WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT NEXT STEPS:

YOU THINK!

|

e oL o T + FALL/WINTER - VIASTER PLAN DOCUMENT AND
SUMMER. WAYS TO PROVIDE INPUT TONIGHT INCLUDE; APPROVALS

» VIEW DISPLAY BOARDS/PRESENTATION

e TALKTO CiTY OF ELK RIVER STAFF &
CONSULTANTS

o PROVIDE INPUTON DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS &
PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE ON THE BOARDS

o INDIVIDUAL WRITTEN FEEDBACK FORMS [m] 3%

e PROVIDE COMMENTS ONLINE . ISR

I | o
.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/S/ELKRIVERPARKACTIONS

T
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THIS PAST SPRING, AS PART OF THE PARKS AND

RECREATION MASTER PLANNING PROCESS, THE CITY OF
ELK RIVER CONDUCTED A STATISTICALLY VALID, MAILED,

COMMUNITY SURVEY ABOUT HOW RESIDENTS USE

PARKS TODAY AND THEIR PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE.

384 responses

Over 1/2 of respondents use parks at least monthly

Over 90% use parks annually

Trails based activities are the most popular features of the park system
Playgrounds also highly used

Woodland Trails and Orono Park are most visited

Swimming pool /Aquatics and trails were most desired features in Elk River
People are generally satisfied

While people were satisfied with maintenance and trails, they were also identified

as the highest priorities

Bike/Walking trails are the only improvements /additions that had over 50% “Creat

Support”

IN WHICH ELK RIVER ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU OR MEMBERS OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD
PARTICIPATED IN DURING THE PAST THREE (3) YEARS?

Walking/Hiking

Bicycling

Playgrounds

Visiting nature areas

Jogging/Running

Picnicking

Golf

Swimming

Ice skating/Hockey

Fishing

Informal sports (ie. playing catch,...

Birdwatching

Inline Skating

Outdoor court sports (ie....

Indoor court sports (ie. basketball,...

Cross country skiing

Organized outdoor softball/baseball

Mountain biking

Organized outdoor soccer/football

Tennis

Organized outdoor programs (ie....

Disc Golf

Non-traditional sports (ie....
Biathlon

ONLINE INPUT ON PRIORITIES

Q1 How important are the following for the
future of the Elk River Parks and Recreation
system?

IMPROVE TRAIL CONNECTIVITY
#1 e 0 (00

o CLOSE TRAIL GAPS
#2 IMPROVE EXISTING PaRks ~ « CONNECT TO GREAT NORTHERN TRAIL
# 3 CREATE SIGNATURE PARKS

% o s

o« MAINTAIN EXISITING PARKS
o IVIAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO EXISTING PARKS AND ATHLETIC COMPLEXES

15% 0% 25%

o WOODLAND TRAILS

#4 CONNECTTO THE RIVER

» ORONO/DAVE ANDERSON ATHLETIC COMPLEX
o YOUTH ATHLETIC COMPLEX
o CONNECT WHAT WE HAVE

o LIONS PARK
o AQUIRE RIVERFRONT PROPERTY AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE

1 - Not Important 3 - Neutral

2

IN JUNE AND JULY, WE CONDUCTED AN ON LINE QUESTIONNAIRE
TO HELP DETERMINE PRIORITY DIRECTION FOR THE FUTURE.
THIS QUESTIONNAIRE IS NOT STATISTICALLY VALID, BUT GIVES A
SNAPSHOT OF COMMUNITY INTEREST.  THERE WERE OVER 300
PARTICIPANTS.

4 s - Very Important

HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH THE FOLLOWING?
HOW MUCH OF A PRIORITY SHOULD IT BE IN THE FL_JTL_JRE.>

Special Interest Continued Emphasis/
R Priority
=
.:IQ:’ @ Park Maintenance
@ Athletic Complexes @ Special Events
(- _ @ Rec- <6 @ Trails
O Active Parks @ ‘R:ecc_ 6-12 @ Passive Parks
i B Communications
S
&
(L) % @ Rec- 55+
-E; Rec- 19-54 @ @ Rec- 13-18
0
Indoor Recreation <
=
3
Lower Importance Need to Improye
’ Low 50% High Priority High '
Priority

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IMPROVEMENTS/ADDITIONS TO THE ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION SYSTEM WOULD YOU
BE WILLING TO SUPPORT? (IE. THROUGH A BOND REFERENDUM - TEMPORARY ANNUAL PROPERTY TAX INCREASE)

Marginal
Support

25%
29%
41%
39%
28%
36%
42%
33%
45%

Answer Options Great Support

58%
31%
28%
24%
22%
22%
20%
19%
17%

No Support

17%
41%
31%
37%
50%
43%
38%
48%
37%

Biking/Walking trails - add to and extend them

A splash pad/spray park (water play area)

A nature center

Community Passive Parks - Acquire land

Elk River Ice Arena

Multi-use fieldhouse

Athletic Complexes - make improvements to existing facilities
Community Athletic Facilities - Acquire land

An expanded senior activity center

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0%

A teen center
Skateboarding/Climbing - Include more non-traditional recreation

15%
12%

39%
33%

45%
55%

100.0%

I'P 0O WERED B Y

INATURE
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e " AN Qi S—— 1 PARK AND RECREATION NEEDS WERE

N\ -Desire to increase use and
- NATURE FOCUSED PARK \ increase Econnmic

gt | Bt - DETERMINED BY THE COMMUNITY SURVEY,
S | . FOCUS GROUP SESSION S, COMPARISON OF
+ FACILITIES TO RECREATION STANDARDS AND
mmnmmem | BENCHMARK COMMUNITI ES, AND STAFF INPUT.

g SCHOOLS

-Master Plan exists for future athletic
facilities, incl. soccer, baseball.
Neighborhood desire for playground.

are largely met by private

land holdings and access

to Elk River parks in

urbanized areas. _ g

-Need for east-west trail

PARK5: /- s [/ 50

i — I
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Residential Land Uses
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AIRGROUND
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PARK
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= -River access potential Y - [BABC r' L 'KLEIVER !

= ™ -Large connected parcel e e | | . MARSH?, !
ey -Potential for riverfront trail AN \ - GERES, | KLQVER ROINT i
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CROSSING

Miles
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e AS ELK RIVER
GROWS THERE WILL BE A NEED FOR NEW PARKS

B
‘

- PﬁRK

-Popular mtn. biking park e
-Natural park with trails |

ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN: B\ |\ e mprovements A

SYSTEM NEEDS ASSESSMENT - DRAFT - 06.23.201 4 - O\ A cesire N B
Boatacss) I rewrmrwr o [MPROVED SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING IS NEEDED

-With Hwy 10 X : -Poor support
rEdE\\'EI:;‘pyment, park . amenities (bU“ding,

might be eliminated bathrooms, parking)
-Far from residential

areas in Elk River
-No lighting

w8 MAINTENANCE:
gt e PARK MAINTENANCE RECEIVED HIGH MARKS FROM THE
COMMUNITY

. CLEAN, WELCOMING PARKS ARE A PRIORITY FOR THE
FUTURE

o VOLUNTEER EFFORTS ARE SIGNIFICANT, PARTICULARLY
AT WOODLAND TRAILS PARK AND HILLSIDE PARK

NATURAL AREAS + RIVER ATHLETICS
ACCESS

e (OOD ACCESS TO NATURAL AREAS

e ADULTATHLETICS - DAVE ANDERSON ATHLETIC
CompLEX, OAK KNOLL

« |ARGE LOTS AND PRIVATE LAND ADDRESS GAPS IN THE
NORTH

o YAC FOR YOUTH ATHLETICS - EXPANSION, PARKING LOT,
BUILDING, LIGHTING

e NEED FOR STRONGER NATURAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT/PRIORITY, PARTICULARLY AT WOODLAND
TRAILS AND HILLSIDE

» |CE ARENA - REPAIR ROOF, UPGRADE MECHANICAL/
REFRIGERATION, EXPAND COMMON SPACE FOR
TOURNAMENTS, SEATING

e STRONGER CONNECTIVITY TO RIVER IS NEEDED
o HEAVY RELIANCE ON SCHOOLS FOR SOME FACILITIES -

FIELDS, GYMS, TENNIS, TRACK

[i Served by Parks with Natural Areas
Trail
L Urban Service Area

Residential Land Uses

- Downtown
N
05 o7 1

e DESIRE FOR INDOOR FIELD HOUSE AND ARTIFICIAL TURF

TRAILS ARTS

o (GENERALLY GOOD TRAIL ACCESS  |NTEREST IN ADDITIONAL PUBLIC ART IN THROUGHOUT
PARK SYSTEM AND CITY

e 169 ACTS AS A SIGNIFICANT BARRIER

 |NTEGRATE ARTS INTO INFRASTRUCTURE

e [RAIL GAPS AFFECT USABILITY
e ADDITIONAL EVENTS TO RAISE AWARENESS &

NN e e o  GREAT NORTHERN TRAIL IS AN ASSET, BUT LACKS ENTHUSIASM
masemaiiii ' Y CONNECTIONS TO NEIGHBORHOODS AND
DESTINATIONS

tagmd SRS

R
:.:_::_::_::_::_::_ ........

o TRAILS ARE ONE OF THE MOST USED REC FACILITIES AND A
HIGH PRIORITY FORTHE FUTURE

|-| Served by Trails *Some Private*
Trail

.......

R UrbanSerwceArea

Residential Land Uses

- Downtown
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BASED ON A COMMUNITY-WIDE SURVEY AND PARKS AND RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT, DRAFT PRIORITIES FOR FUTURE INVESTMENT
HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED

DEVELOP SIGNATURE PARKS CONNECT TO THE RIVERS DEVELOP TRAIL IMPROVE EXISTING PARKS
CONNECTIONS

e DEVELOP A SIGNATURE COMMUNITY o ACQUIRE HOULTON FARM PROPERTY o CONNECT GREAT NORTHERN TRAIL » CONTINUE MAINTAINING EXISTING
PARK TO SERVE ALL OF ELK RIVER » IMPROVE RIVERERONT CONNECTIVITY TO PARKS, DOWNTOWN, & THE RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES
 IMPROVE YAC TO BE THE PREMIERE o DEVELOP CONNECTIONS FROM e CONTINUE TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS

ATHLETIC COMPLEX o WHERE FEASIBLE, DEVELOP A NEIGHBORHOODS TO GNT WITH THE TO PARKS TO RESPOND TO
RIVERFRONT TRAIL GNT ACTING AS A RECREATION SPINE COMMUNITY NEEDS AND
o PROMOTE WOODLAND TRAILS PARK RECREATION TRENDS
AS A REGIONAL DESTINATION IN THE + IMPROVE ACCESS TO THE WATER o SUPPORT EXTENSION OF GNT NORTH

e CLOSE GAPS IN THE TRAIL SYSTEM

IMPROVE PROGRAMS

R R T it e o
! ! Work with Zimmerman/Sherburne j
Develop connection

T

|
V- PARK Co. to develop trail connection to : 1
7777, UNDEVELOPED PARK Princeton to Girl Scout Camp ]
__ PUBLIC/PRIVATE OPEN SPACE : d | + INCREASE FOCUS ON PROGRAMS FOR
I 3 URBAN SERVICE AREA : J |I TEENS
#N CXISTING TRAILS I . I
“~ FUTURE TRAILS I ’ o EXPAND PROGRAMS FOR SENIORS AS THE
afia SCHOOLS ' v & BABY-BOOMERS AGE

T ——

f--P-----ZZﬁF

« CONTINUE TO HOLD EVENTS THAT
FACILITATE COMMUNITY GATHERING
AND FOSTER COMMUNITY PRIDE AND

IDENTITY

o |MPROVE FACILITIES AT INDOOR
PROGRAM LOCATIONS (ACTIVITY CENTER,
LioNs CENTER, YMCA)

M| EXISTING GRADE SEP. CROSSING

@) PROPOSED GRADE SEP. CROSSING
A\ PROPOSED BIKE/PED CROSSING

y7/7.
RIDGE"S
PARK:
1/

R e

INCORPORATE ART INTO THE

PARK SYSTEM

« WORK WITH PARTNERS TO INCREASE
ARTS RELATED PROGRAMS

N
S o B o EEEN e NN e NN e EEEN e NN EE e EENe mENe mmme mmme mum o sl Tl

22222

» INCORPORATE ART INTO PARK
INFRASTRUCTURE (BRIDGES,
BENCHES, PICNIC SHELTERS, ETC.)

| \ WOODLANDITRAILS PARK
)

Promote Woodland Trails
as regional destination in
- Metro area 1

---------------- BIG Teowv/’,)”}lm ‘ -
: RIDGE4PARK / .
[ ) " :

|

-\

7 Consider I

¥ RN North-South [ » PRODUCE AN ANNUAL ART EVENT
L Ik - Greenway Trail (o TO RAISE AWARENESS AND SUPPORT
» W, 1 y (FOR EXAMPLE, AN ART PARADE IN
, 0__'_[ """ ’*j . - CONJUNCTION WITH THE COUNTY
ey - FAIR OR ART SOUP)

B

.

0
. N

i-

‘\ RIDGEWOOD 34
| 5 PARKEY 1, - :
—y A ¥ ‘w L NATURAL RESOURCES
‘ 2 | — p ROYALyALLEY Y o
_ . PARK: Pss

S OAKKNOLL i : f Ix'

g, G L +  CONTINUE TO PROTECT HIGH QUALITY
1 g . Nomm';\ce i St 4 et NATURAL AREAS AS PARKLAND AS THE

ONSPARK® COMMUNITY DEVELOPS

“ZPARK// |
o BARRINGTON PARK//

& PARK _.
Q?gggo ‘; ,
BALDW|N

PARK

A

o ACTIVELY MANAGE RESOURCES IN NATURE
FOCUSED PARKS

o (CREATE GREENWAYS (LINEAR NATURAL
RESOURCE CORRIDORS) WITH TRAILS

TROTT,BROOK
FARMS,PARK

»

MEADOW

* l'l CG)MN;G)NS
FRESN
> 0’/'/’/ cquwe Houlton 7 G ‘ PARK

' PARK "J stii ' 1818T
W i e //// oo N ‘ T P WHERE APPROPRIATE
|2 - sl e // . / EPRESERVE '.‘ | - FElDepiRid o CONTINUE TO SUPPORT VOLUNTEERS
‘ , | // : EFFORTS FOR NATURAL RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT

S _ 7 g . - BAI!BACIgKCK KLEIVER |
e "=l ’ | [l MARSH’
....... e Potential s K KLEIVERROINT
riverfront trail A ' 0 K
., 17

ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN:

DRAFT PRIORITIES - 08.20.2014

#//y CONNECTTO THE RIVERS ] IRY r
Property -Acquire Houlton Farm : Sl
(“. -Improve riverfront public space connectivity ' |
Conceptual -Where feasible, develop a riverfront trail
e -Improve access to rivers (launch, fishing, etc) Jd
SIGNATURE PARKS Vil
-Develop a signature community park \ Improve YAC
Potential location(s): Orono Park, Lions Park & Center, or Holton Farm/Bailey Point Add bluff lands to the \ ‘
park system as the - ] ‘

-Improve YAC and Dave Anderson Athletic Complex to be the City's premiere athletic complexes,

expand as needed with population growth opportunity arises : YOUTH

-Promote Woodland Trails Park as a regional destination in metro area GOMPIEX o

~ = TRAIL CONNECTIONS [
SRR -Great Northern Trail as a linear recreation spine lI
-Make connections to GNT across 169 and to neighborhoods T VR T me - K

Eg‘r’]rcgmal -Link GNT to River, Downtown, and Parks 1
Connections -Close gaps in the trail system A :
">« Anoka/Ram 1

€ > Cor?ngéti%n:ey ’
«» POTENTIAL GREENWAYS \ L PA S !
g‘r’:ecrfv'[;g‘;' -Trails that follow natural resources (created in conjunction with future residential development) '\\\* Kelly Farm N N\ p '
. - - = w i

~—————— N .

B PARKIMPROVEMENTS = &
-Maintain existing parks & recreation facilities (playgrounds, tennis courts, trails & boardwalks, etc.) ‘-\ S S|

-Continue to make improvemetns to parks to respond to community needs and recreation trends R N

-Add key facilities (for example: skate park) \-\ :

-Continue to manage and protect high quality natural areas in parks \. i

: |

N AN |
ST G |

0 0.5 1 I
A Miles

e AT LK RIVER PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN &&

NA?UP
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.. STRENGTHEN TRAILCONNECTIONS [ ——

B PARK Sl iy * Develop connectia
] | D.t0 O DP tra 0 0 0 ’
777/, UNDEVELOPED PARK > atQ D 0 amp .

PUBLIC/PRIVATE OPEN SPACE
I JURBAN SERVICE AREA . L ‘

S : PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE:

“~ FUTURE TRAILS “

GIVE US YOUR OPINION:
@ Acree @ DiSAGREE

- RICEIAKE -
@éﬂ SCHOOLS 2 ® J I~ ~
M| EXISTING GRADE SEP. CROSSING - ; f
@) PROPOSED GRADE SEP. CROSSING
A\ PROPOSED BIKE/PED CROSSING

e T S

=
\

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS:

/

WINDSOR ‘ \Q ‘ . S /4 .
4 PARK . . -
- o m -\j | ) . ‘ 1 Y Y N
, “ ¢ 3 P :
‘ 09

1. CLOSE TRAIL GAPS BETWEEN EXISTING TRAILS TO CREATE A MORE CONNECTED TRAIL NETWORK.
STRATEGIES : | .

. Provide ped-bike crossings of Highway 169 at J2-mile intervals in the Urban Service Area and 1 mile intervals outside of the Urban |1 | Lyt

Service Area. Provide grade separated crossings where feasible. I B o [

—y,

]

2

3

, 4
- s : R '\ - 6.

/

8

9

]

0.
COMMENTS:

22222

. Create north/south spine east of Highway 169. (I K. . N
. . . ‘Y
. Prioritize gaps to parks, schools, downtown, and transit. - e —— | Lo
.+ Provide for bicycles on Main Street. LAl he .l da T T ‘ /‘ = i
| ; J ---------- . . ‘.. ‘ . ‘ g
2. MAKE THE EXISTING SYSTEM MORE USABLE AND IMPROVE THE USER EXPERIENCE. T P B e S !
STRATEGIES " . N | | i
| | o | | 'I/,%%Rﬂl? ATHETIC(?MPLEX 7A A N \ o y . ,:
. Add lighting, way-finding, and bike racks in key areas. N B , & = 0 RN A, oy
. L . N 1 (O AIVERBLACE S UIONSTPARK EARK L A"ﬁ'/;P.’A\EK,///é I ‘6 = |
. Add on-road bike facilities to supplement the trail system where opportunities allow. ' Tk m Q. -4 é SRS\ 20
. . . . . [ o 10 DAVENDERSON ~ Lo Em\ . it Al Tmﬁskopx e N :
. Extend fall, winter, and spring use plowing designated winter routes. i 1 ) it iy oy ik A Lt . ol
i v 'FRE;i_qo ~ ot o NS, MEPI}\?*?(W ) . Y :
PARK™ | Existin % ssisT -
y 7, S R T BV
P PARK MISSROAKS < L | y ‘ i
3. CREATE CONNECTIONS TO THE GREAT NORTHERN TRAIL. VA .
OLE s Yy N - . ‘ Mp’)\w ¢ KLEIVERIBOINT :
3 ] 7 PARK :
| i i
ELK RIVER PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN: ) . : i
4, EXPAND THE TRAIL SYSTEM ALONG WITH COMMUNITY GROWTH. DRAET PRIORITIES - 08202014 : o’
/) CONNECTTOTHE RIVERS | =é v
STRATEGIES 244 -Acquire Hpulton Farm - 7 -- - \ :
b oy - o
. Create trail extensions shown on the trail plan. Identify and update priority projects on an annual basis. S ]
.+ Coordinate new trails with city, county, and state road construction and reconstruction projects and consider grade separated crossings el ocnono-0ron Ptk lns Pk Cne r o ey P Add bluff lands to the 10 ;
-Improve YAC and Dave Anderson Athletic Complex to be the City’s premiere athletic complexes, . b ; - - I
' expand as needed with population growth "PPY RIS ' Amleg;:c
| 169 :

COMBEEX' <

at the .l me O: road COnStl'U C.lon 5 -Promote Woodland Trails Park as a regional destination in metro area
©9 TRAI CONNECTIONS

. Where feasible, provide paved trails that create community connections away from roads in greenway corridors. 0 Gt Nor ol s ecesion i - X
(b.) -Make connections to GNT across 169 and to neighborhoods U Vs = e ===
(P::;ﬁ:‘_ig)tual -Link GNT to River, Downtown, and Parks AN
Connections -Close gaps in the trail system
(”) POTENTIAL GREENWAYS SURIEEES ’
g‘:::fvﬂta‘;i' “Trails that follow natural resources (created in conjunction with future residential development) < : Vs
4

B PARKIMPROVEMENTS

-Maintain existing parks & recreation facilities (playgrounds, tennis courts, trails & boardwalks, etc.)
-Continue to make improvemetns to parks to respond to community needs and recreation trends

-Add key facilities (for example: skate park)

-Continue to manage and protect high quality natural areas in parks

N

0 0.5 1
A Miles
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MAKE NOTES ON SPECIFIC PARKS (ON THE MAP OR IN THE

. PARKS & RECREAT'ON FAC' L|T| ES: COMMENTS SECTION) THAT NEED IMPROVEMENTS AND WHAT

. MAINTAIN, IMPROVE, & PLAN FOR THE FUTURE G ——

— e o o e — S ———————————pe————y—— R Y el R Y ———
o

; I PARK '____),F_________ . -Popylar t(ail , i
. GIVE US YOUR OPINION: | N geX
DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS: ®/cr: @ Disicrct | e PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE:
: J— 3 URBAN SERVICE AREA ay ‘ i .I
| nscicors / )
1. RESPOND TO CHANGING COMMUNITY NEEDS AND RECREATION TRENDS. | @ FecresTon FaciTES S — . 3
| Work with residents to a 7 i .
StoaTEGHE T ke B R
Improve undeveloped park land and add new parks along with community growth. Ly | i S - . \<2 d.
Meet changing recreation needs by adding key facilities such as a skate park, splash pad, and pickle ball e N > AR ' | s e o g
%' ”y\‘ﬁ& N ’ Norther O .
Complete needed improvements to specific parks (see map). Prioritize improvements based on replacement needs and available funding. g ‘ il o / 3
Provide restrooms in community parks and athletic complexes. ' ‘ / ' o)
; K E 10,
i. CONTINUE TO PROVIDE RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES THAT APPEAL ACROSS GENERATIONS. :. = rer—— o | ([ e ﬁi CO MM E NTs:
TRATEGIES 1 fgaei(lesi( regional park status WOODUANDITRAILSIPARK \ E
s -See signature park detail plan e i

for improvements

Provide safe, accessible walking, and biking loops within parks and as part of the larger trail network.

TWIN LAKES
-
. \

IIIIII

Continue to provide hiking access to high quality natural areas.

[

Make improvements to the Youth Athletic Complex , Oak Knoll, Dave Anderson Athletic Complex (see park concepts). PARK IMPROVEMENTS - DRAET - 08202014 Storage desired

Improve access to water oriented recreation (beaches, docks, boat launches, fishing opportunities, etc.). S HESSANET . LB OV o | S
C ] R '/\ N ([ sl equipment i
A \ﬁ: * \FJ e
. ] ' — 5 DEEREIELD LT e\ :
- ‘ : E B \ r'k : \ : L ::ik:: ! :
3. INCREASE ACCESS TO INDOOR RECREATION. o e Secsignature. 'R % NN ”‘““ 1F & | HE R \, |
3 K b dg T ROYALVALLEY )z : N | »
, g \ N9 park detail plan g pARK S :
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Fxplore partnership opportunities with the school district, athletic organizations, and others to provide a field house and/or domed turf fields within the city. | MW cctoilplon, = < Improvements C im0 | — B',Bﬁ}.,%.sﬁ"/;w ‘ ;
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Conduct a comprehensive recreation facilities study to evaluate the Senior Activity Center, Ice Arena, Lions Park Center, and the Barn and determine if they should be . s Rebuid | A duplication of | BAwwm /&mm?émox \ |
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Improve partnership with schools to provide access to athletic fields /facilities. B PARKS n trai N I
Consider addition of artificial turf field(s) for uses such as soccer, football, lacrosse, and baseball, B PARK IMPROVEMENTS . é?%rﬁizﬁifhhs'ggm
[1 RECOMMENDED SIGNATURE PARKS 4 , ee signature park
5. CONTINUE TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ALL PARK FACILITIES THROUGH REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT gt 351%5%5‘:233:&;. N\ ‘"‘“e"‘e““'
Add bluff lands to the evelobmen YOUTH
UPCRADES. = NATURAL RESOURCE FOCUSED PARK gggkosrﬁﬁggilm ¥ development =

« ¥ FUTURE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK SEARCH AREA

6. REDUCE ON-GOING MAINTENANCE COSTS OVER TIME BY REPLACING OUTDATED PARK ELEMENTS WITH HIGH QUALITY .:
MATERIALS AND OUTDATED MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT WITH HIGHER EFFICIENCY MODELS.

/. ACTIVELY MANAGE HIGH QUALITY CITY-OWNED NATURAL AREAS.

N

8. SUPPORT VOLUNTEERS TO ASSIST WITH MAINTAINING PARKS, TRAILS, AND NATURAL RESOURCES. BUDGET RESOURCES TO A 0.5 1
ENSURE THE CITY DOES NOT BECOME DEPENDENT VOLUNTEERS FOR THE SUCCESS OF ANY ONE FACILITY.
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—“CONNECTTO THE RIVERS

GIVE US YOUR OPINION:
@ Acree @ DiSAGREE

COUNTRY
CROSSING

PARK ’\MIS\S O)AKS A
\\Q/ PARK 48

1. IMPROVE RIVERFRONT CONNECTIVITY Potential
riverfront trail

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS:

STRATEGIES

. As opportunities arise consider adding riverfront property to the City's park system,.

. Improve wayfinding signage to increase awareness of existing riverfront parks and trails.
BAILEY POINT NATURE PRESERVE

POTENTIAL FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS:
2. CONNECT PUBLIC RIVERFRONT PROPERTY WITH PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE TRAILS.

o Trailhead and parking | ]

o Natural surfacetrails

3. IMPROVE BAILEY POINT NATURE PRESERVE. o Savannah restoration

[

o Interpretive signage

4. ACQUIRE HOULTON FARM PROPERTY. + Picnicking

ELK RIVER

Ped -bike bridge connection over the Elk

River

Add bluff lands to the
. 5 park system as the
PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE; COMMENTS: ' ) PR opportunity arises
) ' '
3.
4,
J.
6.
/.
8.
9.
10.

INATURE FRESERVE
| MorToN AvE NW

N P&R Office: 763.635.1150 ~ River
www.ElkRiverMN.gov/parksandrec "

LK RIVER PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN
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GIVE US YOUR OPINION:
@ Acree @ DiSAGREE

ExXPAND PROGRAM OFFERINGS

The City of Elk River offers a range of programs and hosts popular community events. Existing programs include: concert series at River's Edge
Park, th of uly Celebration, senior programming at the Activity Center, and programs for youth and adults. Future goals include: more programs
for youth, particularly teens; continuing to improve and expand senior programming; improving indoor program locations; and strengthening

community partnerships.

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY, DIVERSE PROGRAM OFFERINGS FOR ALL AGES.

PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE:

STRATEGIES

Provide high quality early childhood programs.

Provide for families with events, drop in activities, and inter-generational activities.

Focus adult programs on fitness and wellness.

Increase focus on teen activities. Consider:
»Developing a volunteer program where teens assist with trail and natural resource maintenance.
»Holding an annual special event for grades 912 with music and games.
»Engaging youth in the program design to ensure it is relevant, well attended, and high quality.

2. EXPAND SENIOR PROGRAMMING AS THE BABY-BOOMERS AGE.
3. ENSURE EQUITABLE FINANCIAL ACCESS TO PROGRAMS.

9.

STRATEGIES
Continue scholarships for low income residents.

10.
Provide some low/no cost options. C O MME NTS.

4. |MPROVE INDOOR FACILITIES.

STRATEGIES
Conduct a comprehensive recreation facilities study to evaluate the Senior Activity Center, Ice Arena,
Lions Park Center, and the Barn and determine if they should be renovated, replaced on their current
site, or consolidated into a centrally located facility.
Improve partnership with the Y to better meet City program needs.

5. HOST COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT FACILITATE COMMUNITY INTERACTION
AND FOSTER COMMUNITY PRIDE AND IDENTITY.

6. CONTINUE TO EVALUATE PROGRAMS AND ADJUST PROGRAM MIX BASED ON
CUSTOMER FEEDBACK DEMAND, AND TRENDS.

/. CONTINUE TO WORK WITH PARTNERS TO PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY
PROGRAMS AND LIMIT PROGRAM OVERLAP.

INCORPORATE ARTS INTO THE PARK SYSTEM

© . 1. INCORPORATE PUBLIC ART INTO THE PARK SYSTEM. PRI ORITIES FORTHE FUTU RE.
L & STRATEGIES I.
T Commission artists to design art into infrastructure, such as benches, railings, picnic shelters, park 2.
wayfinding, community gateways, Signage, etc. 3.
Add arts pieces to signature parks. For example Orono Park, Lion's Park, and the Great Northern Trail, 4
S.
2. INCREASE ARTS PROGRAMING. 6.
STRATEGIES /.
. Continue to hold the Riverfront Concert Series at Rivers Edge Park with community partners. 8.
Partner with the Arts Alliance, and local artists to create programs that engage the larger community 9

With artists.

]
Partner to provide temporary visual art displays in public buildings and local businesses. 0
Produce an annual art event to raise awareness and support for the arts (for example an art parade in CO MMENTS:

conjunction with the County Fair, a music parade, etc.).

W |4 3. ESTABLISH FUNDING AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS TO SUPPORT A

Wy S

| L
iy .@ P4 SUSTAINABLE PUBLIC ART PROGRAM.

f
- i-i.r

LTI TR STRATEGIES:
PN .+ Consider development of an arts dedication ordinance.
* Allocate budget for arts programs and infrastructure.
Revise staff job description to incorporate public art related tasks.
Develop additional support systems, funding sources, gifts, and private partnerships.
Plan and budget for maintenance of any physical art installations.

iiATuRe| ELK RIVER PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN
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“ SIGNATURE PARKS
ORONO PARK + DAVE ANDERSON ATHLETIC COMPLEX

The sk k will mov h h end o . .
ot orons ik and bermsruedwitnnin 1 N€SE are draft concept plans to guide future investments in the park.
[ jals. Sk d th . , : :
Unversty of Minmesota il angineering We want your feedback on what you like...and what you don't. This will
o developed concepts for help us refine and change these draft park concepts for the final plan.

Miracle fields are made of cushioned
rubber and are accessible to people of all

abilities. This field would provide a unique

opportunity for all children and adults to
participate in team sports. The shorter

outfield dimension also allows for the
creation of a trail loop around the park.

Currently the trail system in Orono Park

does not have loops. Loops are a desired
feature for the park and provide additional

programming.

Development of a splash pad would expand

the “play” area of Orono Park and could
interface with water features that tie into

water quality and the Orono Lake.

s b é ~ DaveAnderson RSN Building on the success of the new

The County Fairgrounds play an important role for playground, additional features could be

Orono Park and Dave Anderson Athletic Complex 7 N « .y . 5 - added to further develop the facility as a
as an open space and for the parking supportfor y | . N = 0 ¥ L. | citywide destination. Incorporating features

the ballfields. It is an important partnerShip to the -4 < , o (. o '. e i . ' | 4 5 for all ages and providing activities such as

City and future development should consider the B v ercise stations for barents would improve
potential for shared parking and incorporation of , p , P
this already great facility.

expanded park and recreation opportunities.

(.

J

The dog park could be expanded. Desires

and possibilities include additional
benches/seating, water, shade, a dedicated

small dog area, and agqility/play features.

ELK RIVER PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN
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“ SIGNATURE PARKS
YoUuTH ATHLETIC COMPLEX

Dedicated baseball fields and dedicated Th ese are d raft conce pt

softball fields allow both programs to

| tomize and i ve their facilities t -
Elijgsholz]ve(le:r?d afcrt\gc(i t?)urﬁarmaecnts.es o plans tO gUIde fUture
investments in the park.
We want your feedback on
. At 27-30 Acres, the YAC Expansion Area
What y()u I|ke".and What takes 22-25% of the available land in the

City Owned Property immediately north of

yOU dOn’t. ThlS WI” h@lp UsS the current YAC boundaries, leaving 120+

As improvements are made, support and acres for Development and Right-of-Way

— training facilities go a long way for the reﬁ ne an d Ch an g e th ese Private

quality of a sports complex. These include

batting cages, bullpens, and warm up areas. draft park ConceptS fOr the
final plan.

L

L

1

T )
Y

1

~ Destinatio Lights at YAC will increase the use of the
fields and make tournaments more feasible.
The YAC is located around land uses that
are minimally affected by lights or evening

games.

=
E‘Jl

Alternative:
R

i
7

Development of buildings that have
flush toilets is a big desire for park users.
_ These buildings can combine that with
| other functions such as concessions and
storm protection. They may also include
minor storage for bases, nets, and other
equipment.

Adding additional open fields at YAC will

-+ help improve other fields in the park system
by allowing them to be rested for certain

. seasons and taking some of the stress off of

them. The designs shown for YAC also allow
fields to rotate or be set up in different
directions to reduce “hot spots” that are
susceptible to wear, such as the location
where the goalie stands, or PAT lines.

Covered dugouts and shade are highly
desired by users and help improve the
safety and experience for players on hot
days or tournaments where multiple games
are played.

An alternative layout would leave the southwest fields as dedicated baseball fields and create a 4 field softball
pinwheel to the north and additional open field space for up to 5 full sized soccer/FB/LAX/etc. fields.

il

[P 0O WEtRED B Y

INATURE
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* SIGNATURE PARKS
LION JOHN WEICHT PARK

| = phere s the potential for relocation of the These are draft concept plans to guide future investments in the park.

| ~fa | indoor ice, the outdoor rink ' ! ' :
chourd be tngraded o nclude full bonrds We want your feedback on what you like...and what you don't. This will

o potentiallyincludean help us refine and change these draft park concepts for the final plan.
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The paths are laid out to provide
experiences that can be developed as part
. of programming such as weddings, an art

walk, or nature education, as well as passive
walks.

118
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raded Outdoor Rink|
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Retain frisbee golf program. As earthwork is
completed, better define dry and wet areas
of the park to improve play.

i
'l

=

Y

=
et

| o 7= [
- ] I:‘_ - L
B

L

T
N YA

o

J.

e

R Bhrs—aa -t

.'. L
ril

Lion John Weicht Park should include
restoration of lake and wetland habitat in

a way that compliments the more formal
mowed areas. This could include reworking
~ the existing waterbody to improve the
forebay and clean the water that eventually
flows through the park and into the
Mississippi River.

Partner with the Boys and Girls club to

develop programming and a destination
playground on site.

Earthwork, dredging, and soil replacement
should supplement and improve the
existing sledding hill.

'

> .J' '.'-‘

m‘r'r'iiar_pnllff vathw " Expand playground in partners
- adjacenttosl ‘with Boys & Girls Cl
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“ SIGNATURE PARKS
WOODLANDS TRAILS

P he uni i : : .
ontunities avaiable at Woodland Trails, These are draft concept plans to guide future investments in the park.
such as Bathion We want your feedback on what you like...and what you don't. This will

- .f.l' gl

j‘l II.II'

help us refine and change these draft park concepts for the final plan.

l oy
bl | |

By 3 i S f
il pase—

Developing a forestry management plan

will help protect the character of the park.
Threats to consider include, but are not

limited to invasive species, tree diseases,
effects of mining, and low impact trail and

development practices

e o=

A building at Woodland Trails could

improve the user experience at the park.
Programming could include a nature/

educational center, warming house, chalet,
or gathering space.
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Developing an updated maintenance and
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equipment storage area should improve
the situation for volunteers and the City

i —

that are maintaining the park. It could be
tied to the other building, or separated to a

less visible location.

Trail connections are an important

component of Woodland Trails. The Great
Northern Trail connects many residents to

the park, and the internal trail network.
Trails and the trail network should continue

to maintained and improved, building on

the remarkable efforts that have brought
the park to where it is today.

Parks with a regional designation through

ﬂmﬁﬁw:ﬁ_,ﬁﬁ e E = S T the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks
. a Sy ' fa and Trails Commission are now eligible

C L E A N| forlegacy funding. Applying for this
o WA'T E R| designation will provide additional

LAND & resources forimprovements of the park and

LEGACY | the habitat and recreational resources at
AMENDMENT Woodland Trails.
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